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AN INTRODUCTION 


Location 


Manning, on Highway 35 (Mackenzie 
Highway) 397 miles northwest of Edmonton, 
is specifically located on section 28-91-23- 
W5, in Census Division No. 15. 

The town’s altitude is 1,505 feet above 
sea level. Latitude 56/55; longitude 117/37. 


Population 

Town population (1971) — 1,204. 

Trading area population — 5,000. 

The trading area is regarded as extend- 
ing 50 miles north, eight miles west, 25 miles 
south and 20 miles to the east. 


Weather 

Average summer temperature — 57 de- 
grees F. 

Average winter temperature — 17 degrees 
Es 

Average annual temperature — 34 degrees 
Fe 

Average annual rainfall — 14.8 inches. 

Average annual snowfall — 48.5 inches. 

Average annual precip. — 19.65 inches. 
Geology 


The bedrock underlying the glacial drift 
at Manning is of the Fort St. John group, 
which is Lower Cretaceous in age. This hor- 
izon is a series of marine and sandy shales 
and are predominantly grey to greyish black 
in color when seen in outcrop. 


Soil 

Manning is in the dark grey soil zone. 

Vegetation — Mainly woodland in which 
the tree growth is frequently denser and has 
more evergreens than in the black zone. 

Soil Profile — Generally variable ranging 
from nearly black to grey. The surface 
horizon consists of a thin layer of semi- 
decomposed leaf litter, which may be absent 
in burned over areas, underlain by a min- 
eral horizon that can usually be divided into 
two parts. The upper part is frequently some- 
what leached of organic matter and consider- 
ably greyer than the top soil. The total 
depth of these surface horizons average about 
10 to 12 inches. The sub-soils are generally 
dark brown in color and lime is found at 
depths of 30 to 50 inches. 

Fertility — These soils are usually not as 
rich as those of the black zones. Leaching of 


the surface horizons has resulted in the loss 
of some plant nutrients. 

Land Use’— A system of mixed farming 
which includes legumes and grasses in the 
crop rotation, supplemented with applications 
of fertilizer when required, should be prac- 
ticed for best results. 


History 

Manning, one of the newest towns in the 
north, was named after a former Premier of 
Alberta. The town sprung up after the Second 
World War on the banks of the Notikewin 
River between two small hamlets, North 
Star to the south and Notikewin to the north. 

The post office, built by Alberta Money, 
who served as postmaster for 20 years, was 
officially opened on Sept. 11, 1947. At this 
time there was a modern hotel, built by 
Howard Singleton and P. Craig, a power plant 
and garage built and operated by Allan Arch- 
ibald, a bakery and coffee shop built and 
operated by Joe Buchinski, and the Canadian 
Imperial Bank of Commerce was in opera- 
tion. 

One of the few buildings prior to that 
time was the Battle River Hospital built in 
1939 and operated by the Women’s Mission- 
ary Society of the United Church of Canada. 
This served the needs of the vast area north 
of Peace River. 

The town is built on homesteads and parts 
of homesteads once owned by Ted Waines, 
John Robertson, Tom Mcintyre, Art Pierce, 
Clarence Fredrickson and Slim Jackson. Man- 
ning prospered during the excellent post war 
years and was incorporated as a village in 
1952 and became a town in 1957. 

The Manning Municipal Hospital was con- 
structed in 1955 and has since been added 
to for a total cost of % million dollars. It 
is one of the finest hospitals in Alberta. 

In 1955 a new bridge was built across 
the Notikewin River. The Great Slave Lake 
Railway, constructed by Canadian National 
Railways, reached Manning in September, 
1962. This compieted the first link of the 
railway from Roma to Pine Point. 

Manning is situated in the valley of the 
Notikewin River and is approximately 53 
miles north of Grimshaw. A pleasant, broad 
main street boasts modern shopping and 
services for visitors. 

Well located, scenic camping and picnic 
sites are sprinkled throughout the surround- 


ing area, with public trailer court and laundro- 
mat in the town centre. Overnight camping 
sites are located in the town limits along the 
Notikewin River, which winds it’s way 
through Manning, providing lovely park area, 
children’s playground and natural swimming. 

A hunter's and fisherman’s paradise in 
natural bushlands surrounds Manning. ‘The 
Land of the Mighty Moose” is not just a 
symbol. Hunters from near and far take 


advantage of the abundance of North Amer- 
ica’s largest member of the deer family. The 


district also offers some of the finest wild 
fowl shooting in the province with ducks, 
Canada geese and upland birds aplenty. Re- 
cently the local Fish and Game Association 
with the aid of the Provincial Government 
transplanted 25 elk in the district. Fishing 
is good in surrounding lakes and streams. 

The town’s corporate area totals 924 
acres. Streets and roads comprise 13 acres, 
and parks and playgrounds 182 acres. There 


iS approximately four miles of cement side- 
walks. 


The townsite 1s attractively located at water's edge. 


SON 


Signpost emblem of the moose, with map of the town, greets visitors to Manning. 


ADMINISTRATION 


Civic Government 

The town is governed by a mayor and 
six councillors who are elected every three 
years. The secretary-treasurer administers 
the town affairs in accordance with the policy 
set by council. 

The town hall houses the offices of the 
secretary-treasurer, the town foreman, and 
the fire department. 


Tax Structure 
1971 Net Assessment 


Land, 80% of value $418,140 
Improvements, 60% of fair value 1,246,420 
Total assessment $1,664,560 
Mill rate: Municipal 20 

Schools 40 

Health Unit 

& Hospital 8.9 

Total 76 


The town levies no business tax. 


Manning s main street 1s lined with modern, well stocked stores. 


Modern homes in well designed subdivisions serve town population. 


PROTECTIVE AND UTILITY SERVICES 


Law Enforcement 

Royal Canadian Mounted Police de- 
tachment, housed in a modern brick barracks, 
includes a corporal and 4 constables. 

Building regulations of the National 
Building Code apply. Plans for new buildings, 
repairs to buildings, or removal of buildings 
must be approved by council after which a 
permit is issued. 

Electrical installations must comply with 
the Alberta Electrical Protection Act. Sani- 
tary installations must comply with the Pro- 
vincial Health Regulations. 


Fire Protection 

The fire brigade consists of a fire chief 
and eighteen volunteer firemen. 

Equipment — One 1968 King Seagrave 
Model OSD pumper, fully equiped. 

Water is obtained from the Notikewin 
River and piped into an 85,000 gallon ele- 
vated water tower and a_— 12,000,000 
gallon reservoir. There are 19 fire hydrants 
conveniently located throughout the town. 


Water 

Water obtained from the Notikewin River 
is processed through a modern treatment 
plant. It is then piped into an 85,000 gallon 
elevated tower. Water from a twelve million 
gallon reservoir is available should the river 
become turbid. 

Rates — $7.50 minimum for the first 
2,000 gallons and $3.75 per 1,000 gallons 
thereafter. Sewer rates vary from $3.00 to 
$25.00 per month. 


Analysis: 

Parts per Million 
Total Solids 394 
Ignition Loss 134 
Hardness 300 
Sulphates 96 
Chlorides nil 
Alkalinity 160 
Nature of Alkalinity — Bicarbonate of Lime 
and Magnesium . 
Nitrites nil 
Nitrates nil 
Iron IES 


Remarks — Water is chemically suitable after 
iron has been settled out. 


Sewer and Water Main Mileage 
Storm sewers — nil; sanitary sewers — 
four miles; water mains — four miles. 


Electric Power 

Three-phase 60-cycle electric power is 
Supplied under a franchise by Northland 
Utilities Limited, which also serves rural 
areas under Rural Electrification Associations. 

Residential Rate: First 30 KWH used per 
month — $2.60 minimum charge; next 20 
KWH at$ .042; next 150 KWH at $ .032; next 
400 KWH at $ .0225; excess at $ .017. These 
rates are net and apply to bills paid within 
10 days of billing date. 

Commercial Service Rate: Applies to all 
commercial customers unless they qualify for 
a more favourable option. First 40 KWH per 
month per kilowatt of billing demand at .066; 
next 160 KWH at .032; next 200 KWH at 
.023; excess at .018. Minimum monthly bill- 
ing demand is 5 KW ($3.10) and billing de- 
mand in excess of 5 KW is priced at $1.20 
per KW of billing demand. 


Natural Gas 
Natural gas is not installed but may be- 
come a reality in 1973. 


L.P. Gas 

Available in 100-pound cylinders at $/, 
or in bulk at 18 cents per gallon. Storage 
capacity — 10,000 gallons. Heat value — 
2,521 b.t.u. per cubit foot at 60 degrees F. 


Diesel Fuel 

Heat value — 135,000 to 140,000 b.t.u. 
per gallon at 60 degrees F. Winter grade 
sells for 23.9 cents per gallon, summer grade 
for 22.9 cents per gallon. Storage capacity — 
350,000 gallons. 


Coal 

Available, delivered at Manning rail 
yards. Lump coal sells for $23.80; stoker 
coal for $16.80 per ton. 


HEALTH SERVICES 


Manning Municipal Hospital No. 7O has 
a capacity of 38 beds and eight bassinets. 
It is staffed by 50 employees. 

Other health services include two doc- 
tors, a drug store, a district nurse from the 
Peace River Health Unit, and three optome- 
trists calling monthly. 


The hospital at Manning is well staffed and equipped. 


Manning’s modern medical clinic. 


EDUCATION 


Manning public schools are a unit of the 
Peace River School Division No. 10. Grades 
1 to 12 are taught along with the following 
optional subjects: typing, music, art, drama, 
french, industrial arts, home economics, ac- 
counting, and shorthand. The Manning public 
schools population is made up as follows: 


Grades Teachers Pupils 


Elementary 1- 6 ihe 270 
Junior High 7- 9 8 148 
High 10-12 10 144 


Rosary Roman Catholic Separate School 
teaches Grades 1 to 9. The school popula- 
tion is made up as follows: 


Grades Teachers Pupils 
1-6 6 170 


749 3 65 


Elementary 
Junior High 


Paul Rowe High School serves students from a considerable area. 


Manning Separate School is a modern, well staffed facility. 


ORGANIZED ACTIVITIES, RECREATION 


Churches 

St. Bridget’s Anglican Church, St. James 
Roman Catholic, Battle River United, Mann- 
ing Gospel Tabernacle, Manning Full Gospel 
Mission, Kingdom Hall. 


Organizations, Societies, Clubs 

Knights of Columbus, Elks, Chamber of 
Commerce, Canadian Legion, Lions, Royal 
Purple, Legion Auxiliary, Agricultural Society, 
Hospital Auxiliary, United Church Women, 
Anglican Church Women, Catholic Women’s 
League, Arena Association, Curling Associa- 
tion, Recreation Board. 


Cultural Activities 

Manning has a Centennial Library and 
Museum and an active Drama Club. 

There is a local orchestra “The Venturers” 
and a band sponsored by the Royal Canadian 
Legion. There is also a Handicraft and Art 
Society. 


Youth Activities 
Boys — Air Cadets, Scouts, Cubs, 4-H 
Club, organized baseball and_ hockey. 


Girls — Brownies, Guides, Sewing Club, 
4-H Club, Figure Skating Club. 


Sports 


Baseball (senior and junior), softball, 
hockey (senior and junior), curling, swimm- 
ing, golfing, badminton. 

Facilities — 9-hole golf course, arena, 
Curling rink, baseball diamonds and_ the 
river for Swimming. 


Annual Events 

The Battle River Agricultural Society 
sponsor a fair and rodeo around the begin- 
ning of August each year. The Arena Associa- 
tion sponsors “Klondike Days” in the fall 
and ‘Shangri-la Shenanigans”, a winter 
carnival, in the early spring 


Theatres and Halls 


Capacity Stage Piano 
Aurora Theatre 3350 Yes No 
Legion Hall 150 No Yes 
Youth Centre 100 No Yes 
Agricultural Hall 400 Yes Yes 


The town also has 3 gymnasiums connect 
ed with the schools and they are for the use 
of the public at a nominal fee 


The arena is a centre for recreation for the town and district, both winter and summer. 


ES 


BUSINESSES AND SERVICES 


Government Offices 

Federal — Post Office, R.C.M.P. Detach- 
ment. 

Provincial — Alberta Government Tele- 
phones, Provincial Treasury Branch, Alberta 
Liquor Vendor, Department of Agriculture, 
Fish & Wildlife Office, Forestry Branch and 
Ranger Station. 


Professional and Skilled Services 

Type of Service No. of Establishments 
Beauty Parlour 2 
Barber Shop 1 
Watch Repairs 1 
Print Shop 1 


Financial Facilities 

Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce, 
Provincial Treasury Branch, North Star Sav- 
ings and Credit Union. 


Co-operatives 

Battle River Co-op Association, U.F.A. 
Co-op Ltd., North Star Savings and Credit 
Union. 


Business Establishments 
Type 

Auction Mart 
Bookkeepers 

Beauty Parlors 

Banks 

Buiiding Contractors 
Building Supplies 
Concrete Readi-Mix 
Cartage Delivery 
Clothing (see ladies, etc) 


1 
3 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 


Centennial Library ts stocked with a wide range of books. 


Type 


Confectionery 
Children’s Clothing 
Doctors 

Drive-in Restaurant 
Drug Store 

Dry Goods 

Electrical Appliances 
Excavating Contractors 
Florist 

Garages & Service Stations 
Grain Elevators 
Groceries & Meats 
Hardwares 

Hotel 

Implements (farm) 
Insurance & Real Estate 
Jewellers 

Ladies’ Wear 

Motels 

Men's Wear 

Oil Distributors 


Optometrist (calling monthly) 


Planing Mill 

Pool Room 

Propane Distributors 
Restaurants 

Shoes 

Shoe Repair 
Trucking (heavy duty) 
Theatres 

Trailer Manufacturing 
Transports 

Tire Shops 

Utilities Office 
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INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 


Resources Current Industry 

Wheat and coarse grains, forage crops, Production of grain predominates. Wheat, 
seeds; horses, cattle, sheep, hogs; dairy flax, barley, oats, rape and tame hay are 
products, poultry products, honey, straw; the principal crops. Lumbering plays a major 
sand (common), gravel, lumber. role too in the economy of the area. 
Hotels and Motels No. Rooms Single Double Beer TV Phone 
Aurora Hotel 20 $4.50 up — yes _ = 
Hillcrest Motel 16 $7 $10 = yes yes 
Riverside Motel 8 $6 SiG = ~~ _ 
Grimms Motel 14 $6 $ 7 (24 hr. Cafe) me _ 


Tourist Camps 

Town operated trailer court and _ over- 
night camping and picnic sites are located 
in town along the river. 


TRANSPORTATION, COMMUNICATIONS 


Transportation Media 

Great Slave Lake Railway _ provides Newspaper: The Banner Post, printed 
freight service only. Canadian Coachways weekly at Manning. 
runs daily service between Peace River and Radio: Nearest station is CKYL, Peace 
Hay River, N.W.T. with daily connection to River. 
Yellowknife, N.W.T. Truck service is provid- Television: CBC Channel 5, Edmonton, 
ed to and from Hay River and Edmonton. provides service through satellite Channel 12. 


Communications 
Alberta Government Telephones, Post Of- 
fice. 


The Town of Manning welcomes enquiries. 
They should be directed to: 

Town of Manning, 

POne Box. 3125, 

Manning, Alberta. 

TOH 2MO 

Telephone: 836-3606 
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